The Most Glorious Temple
The first recipients of Paul’s canonical epistle to the Ephesians knew about impressive temples. All of them had seen the grand temple to Diana or Artemis in their own city and many of them used to worship there (cf. Acts 19:23-41; Eph. 2:11-12). It was one of the seven ancient wonders of the world and the only one of them that was a temple. According to archaeologists, it was the third phase of Diana’s temple that stood in Ephesus in the first century AD.  
Many of the first recipients of Paul’s letter to the Ephesians would have heard about the temple of God in Jerusalem. There the first temple had been built 1,000 years before by Solomon (I Kings 5-7; II Chron. 2-4). Some 500 years after that, under Zerubbabel’s oversight, the second temple was reared up. The contemporary Jerusalem temple was magnificent, according to all reports. Luke 21:5 states that it was “adorned with goodly stones and gifts.”
In Ephesians 2:20-22, the apostle writes about a far greater temple, telling the saints, “[You] are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner stone; in whom all the building fitly framed together groweth unto an holy temple in the Lord: in whom ye also are builded together for an habitation of God through the Spirit.”
Paul is saying to the Ephesian Christians, in effect, “You should not be awestruck by Diana’s temple down the road nor the temple in Jerusalem, for there is a far greater temple than either of these, one with which you must be greatly impressed and one in which you are living stones.”
Ephesians 2:20-22 does not use the language of analogy (the way the premillennialists seek to get around it). It is not merely saying that the church is like a temple with regard to its “foundation” (20), “chief corner stone” (20) and stones (21).
Christ’s New Testament catholic (or universal) church, consisting of believing Jews and Gentiles, is the temple that fulfils Isaiah 2:2-3: “And it shall come to pass in the last days, that the mountain of the Lord’s house shall be established in the top of the mountains, and shall be exalted above the hills; and all nations shall flow unto it. And many people[s] shall go and say, Come ye, and let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob; and he will teach us of his ways, and we will walk in his paths: for out of Zion shall go forth the law, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.” The “last days” (2) refer to the period between the first and second comings of our Lord Jesus (cf. Acts 2:17‑21).
We must be gripped by the glorious biblical truth of God’s holy temple in the New Testament, which is the fulfilment of the prophecy of Isaiah 2:2‑3, as well as other Old Testament predictions, such as Psalm 118:22, Isaiah 28:16 and Zechariah 4:6-10. This temple of Ephesians 2:20‑22 far surpasses the idolatrous temple of Diana in ancient Asia Minor, the physical temple in Jerusalem (whether built by Solomon or Zerubbabel or Herod) and any putative temple in a literal, earthly, Jewish millennium. Rev. Stewart

