	Into Heaven Itself
Herman Hoeksema, an excerpt from an article in the Standard Bearer, vol. 23, issue 16
“For Christ is not entered into the holy places made with hands, which are the figures of the true; but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God for us” (Heb. 9:24).
... Into heaven itself! And this is contrasted to entering into “the holy places made with hands, the figures of the true.”
The original for “holy places” is simply “the holies”. And the reference is, evidently, to the holy of holies of the earthly tabernacle and temple. For the same expression is used in the eighth verse of this same chapter, where it is properly rendered by “the holiest of all.” And again, that this is the proper meaning of the expression in verse eight is evident from its connection with the seventh verse, where this same “holies” is called “the second,” and, finally, with the third verse: “And after the second veil, the tabernacle which is called the Holiest of all,” where the original has “the holies of holies.”
The entire sanctuary of the old dispensation was holy, because it was the sanctuary of Jehovah, His dwelling place, where everything was exclusively consecrated to His covenant with His people, and to His service.
Holy was the outer court, with its altar of burnt offering. Holy was “the first tabernacle,” the holy place, where stood the golden altar of incense, the golden candlestick, and the table of shewbread.
But most holy was the “second tabernacle,” behind the veil. To it all the rest of the earthly sanctuary pointed. From that “holiest of all” the whole of the temple and tabernacle derived its meaning. Without it there was no sanctuary. All the service of the tabernacle was performed with a view to that holiest of all. It alone gave meaning to the sacrifices. Because of it, the incense burnt upon the golden altar, the light of the golden lamp, the loaves on the table of shewbread, as well as the blood that was sprinkled on the horns of the altar in the outer court, had their significance. For there, in the holiest of all, stood the ark of the covenant, with its mercy seat; there was the Shekinah, that wonderful symbol of the presence; there God dwelled between the cherubim.
Into that holiest of all the high priest entered, once a year, to sprinkle the blood of atonement upon the mercy seat before the face of God!
However, this “holiest of all” was made with hands!
By this, that it was made with hands, it was chiefly characterized. And this means that it was purely local, limited, material, temporal, perishable. It was not spiritual, though it witnessed of spiritual realities; it was not universal, though it looked forward to all-embracing things; it was not for all the people, even though for them the high priest entered with the blood of atonement; it was not eternal, though it was a picture of the eternal covenant of God with His people; it was not everlasting, the veil could be rent, the sanctuary could be destroyed, even though it pointed to the everlasting tabernacle of God with men.
It was not reality itself.
Plainly it testified that the way into the real sanctuary was not yet made manifest.
Even the high priest, though he entered into the holiest with the blood of atonement, could not abide within the veil. Only for a moment might he remain, sufficiently long to serve the shadows, then he, too, must retreat again, back into the court. And every year he must enter anew to repeat the atonement of reconciliation, for himself and all the people.
But Christ entered into heaven itself!
Not into the holiest made with hands, local, limited, material, temporal, perishable, the figure of the true, did He enter.
In fact, He never entered at all into that holiest. Into it, He had no access. For our Lord was not of the tribe of Levi, still less of the house of Aaron. Into the earthly sanctuary He might not enter. In the holies made with hands, He had no right to minister.
He entered into the reality that was foreshadowed by the sanctuary made with hands. Into heaven itself!
Into heaven! And that means here: into the real Holiest! It signifies that, as the old dispensational high priest, once a year, entered into the holiest, where God dwelled in a figure, so Christ entered into the very presence of God.
For that is the meaning of heaven, its very essence!
O, to be sure, heaven is not a mere idea. It is not to be so spiritualized that there is nothing left of it. It is a place, a part of God’s creation. It is “above”, although its distance from us dare not be measured in millions of miles. It is the place where the angels dwell, and where are the saints that have gone before, whither also Christ, in His glorified human nature ascended.
He entered into that place on the fortieth day after His resurrection from the dead.
From Mount Olivet, in the sight of His disciples, He departed from them, into heaven. They knew that He had finally departed from them, and that, for a time, they would see Him no more. Repeatedly, during those wonderful forty days after He had risen from the dead, He appeared to them, only to disappear again. For He was with them no more as before His death and resurrection. Yet, during those forty days, they always expected to see Him again, after every appearance. But on that fortieth day, He led them to the Mount of Olives, and “while they beheld, he was taken up; and a cloud received him out of their sight.” And heavenly messengers explained to them, as they stood gazing up into heaven, that “this same Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen him go into heaven.” They knew that He had departed, from earth into heaven, and that here they would see Him no more.
The ascension means that the Son of God, in human nature, who had come into the flesh, and descended into the nethermost parts of the earth, had departed from our world, to enter into another abode, the highest heavens.
From one place, Mount Olivet, He moved to another place, the place of heavenly glory.
Yet, after all due emphasis is placed upon the reality of heaven, and the truth of Jesus’ local ascension into glory, it must be emphasized no less that the text here refers to heaven, not from the viewpoint of its being the place of glory in the outward sense of the word, but rather from the aspect of its spiritual idea and essence. It is the original of that of which the earthly tabernacle was but the figure; the reality of which the sanctuary made with hands was but the figure. It is the dwelling place of God, the highest possible realization of the covenant of friendship. In heaven is God’s face. There is His presence. Even as the earthly sanctuary, made with hands, was but an imperfect, local, material, temporal, and perishable figure of the true holiest; so heaven is its perfect, all-embracing, spiritual, everlasting, and imperishable realization. Heaven means that God dwells with us, that He causes us to know Him as we are known, to see Him face to face, to enter into His secret fellowship, into the most intimate communion with the God of our salvation. It is the house of the Father!
It is the heavenly perfection of God’s eternal covenant of friendship: the tabernacle of God with men! ...
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