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Read and study Philippians 3:12-21
After speaking of his own attainments, which Paul counted as “dung” that he might win Christ, the apostle continues by showing the urgency of striving for the “prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.” Verses 12-14 describe the striving saint in terms of a foot race. The apostle appears to be very well acquainted with such a race. The course for it was, we are told, some 607 feet in length. Races could involve one or more circuits around the track. The striving of the runners and the desire to attain the goal were known to Paul and his readers. The crown was usually a wreath of leaves placed upon the head of the victor. So does this apostle describe his own spiritual race. He has not attained nor yet was he made perfect. He had earlier described the zeal he displayed before his conversion. But he had not “attained” through all of that effort. Nor has he now attained. He is still in the process of running the race. There is before him the mark: the prize of the high calling of God in Jesus. This prize is the glory of the heavenly in fellowship with his Lord, Jesus Christ. All else is of no worth compared to that great prize. He would “lay hold” (apprehend) on that prize even as Christ had “laid hold” of Paul in regeneration and in conversion. Notice how Paul runs. Note first: he knows that he has not yet attained. There is a necessary effort which must be put forth. Also, he runs with full concentration on the race: “If by any means I might attain ...” With all that he has, with every ounce of strength, he will run to the goal. Consider, too, that this exertion of Paul is very great. It is the “one thing” which he will do. He must not be distracted by anything about him. Usually the man who ran the race would lay aside all unnecessary clothing so that nothing would interfere in the running. So Paul is fixed upon one thing: the goal before him. Nor will Paul look back. He forgets the things which are behind. This surely does not mean that Paul no longer remembered the past. In fact, he has just recounted much of his past life in the earlier verses. Nor would he want to forget his conversion on the road to Damascus. But he “forgets” in the sense that he is not resting on his laurels. He will not boast in that which is already accomplished. That represented only the means whereby he attained to his present position. Now he reaches forth to those things which are before. As the runner strains to touch the ribbon marking the finish line, so Paul strained toward the final goal: everlasting glory with Jesus. The reward is clearly in Paul’s mind’s eye: it is the high calling of God in Christ. He anticipates the glory of the heavenly All of his labours on this earth were directed towards this great goal. It is that worthy goal towards which every child of God earnestly strives. Verses 15 and 16 point out the proper mind of the “perfect” ones—perfect of course in principle and on the basis of Christ’s completed work. These are “single-minded.” They are not easily turned aside or distracted from their high calling. Where there are instances when the child of God does turn aside, God speaks through His Word and applies that by His Spirit, so that he is turned back again to the course which he must run. In verses 17 through 21 the apostle calls God’s people to imitate Paul. Imitators are “followers.” It is true that Scripture elsewhere commands us to be imitators of God (Eph. 5:1). There is, however, no conflict. Paul teaches in I Corinthians 11:1, “Be ye followers [i.e., imitators] of me, even as I also am of Christ.” Paul is not simply requiring church members to imitate him—but to imitate Christ in the same way that Paul does. The church is to note all those who walk as Paul does. There are many who do not run the race and hold to the course. Of this Paul speaks “weeping.” It grieves him greatly to observe those who claim to hold to the Word of God, who insist that they are running. the same race as does Paul, but they lie. The apostle points out that there are those within the church also who do nothing but seek the satisfaction of their flesh. Some call them “sensualists”—those concerned only with that which pleases their senses. Their “god” is their belly. These work with the goal of eating and drinking. They glory in their shame—that is, they find joy in an earthly, sinful walk. They “mind earthly things.” Paul paints a sad picture of those who are in the church for earthly, selfish, sinful reasons. Some of these had earlier been helpers of Paul, but had turned against him. The faithful Christian is not so. His “conversation” (citizenship) is in heaven. He knows that he is a pilgrim and stranger on this earth. He is not here to satisfy his flesh. He is not seeking merely earthly things. He looks to heaven for the return of Jesus Christ. It is a powerful, moving emotion which is presented! It is a desire, a longing, far stronger than the desire of husband for wife, or parents for children. The Lord is in heaven—and soon He is coming again.
Why should there be such an obvious and strong desire? Verse 21 shows to us the hope of the child of God: our “vile” (humiliated) bodies shall be changed like unto His glorified body. One may read of the body “before and after” in I Corinthians 15. When Christ was raised from the dead, He did not lose His humanity or His human body. The Divine Son remains forever united to the human. We shall see Him in glory and shall be able to talk to Him. Scripture reminds us that “flesh and blood” shall not inherit the kingdom of heaven. But Christ says of His resurrection body that it is “flesh and bones.” (Can you find the Scriptural references for this?) It is a body that is perfect, and perfectly adapted to the heavenly. It is without sin, not subject to suffering or death; it abides forevermore. Can the scientist explain all of that? Of course not. But Scripture testifies of the truth of it.
Even so shall the Christian’s body be changed. Now it is a “vile” or humiliated body It is not a very lovely thought to think of my body decaying in the grave. On this earth, a person pampers his body and tries to keep it functioning as well as possible through every possible means. But no one has been able to prevent the aging process from continuing, or death from coming. It is humiliating indeed to have a body which falls prey to every disease and can be racked with various pains. But we look for that which is to come. Even as Christ received the resurrection body, so shall those who belong to Christ. Christ, who has subjected all things to Himself, will also change our bodies in the great day of the resurrection. Then we shall possess what He has even now.
It is no wonder that the Christian, understanding all of this, does not set his heart on what fills his belly but on what shall be in glory for his body. Only a fool, and all unbelievers are fools, would be so concerned with the earthly that the truth concerning the heavenly is simply scorned. The believer knows that the glorious resurrection causes all other earthly things to pale into insignificance. All of this explains why the apostle is so insistent upon running the race with his undivided attention. “If by any means I might attain unto the resurrection of the dead” (v. 11).

